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Taylor names three honorary doctorate recipients

Leaders, alumni
honored for service
Holly Gaskill

Co-Editor in Chief

The Taylor University board
of trustees recently announced
three honorary doctorates
for th e university ’s 2022
commencement ceremony.
Those being honored
are author Nancy Demoss
Wolgemuth, Bishop Claude
Alexander and former Taylor
first lady Janie Kesler.
These honorary doctorates
will be presented by President
Michael Lindsay and Chairman
of the Board, Chris Goeglein
(‘84). Each recipient will give
a short response, and will be
awarded a degree correlating
with the nature of their service.
“The Board and I are deeply
excited for the opportunity to
recognize these exemplars of

the faith, and we give thanks to
God for their impact across so
many areas of the church and
wider society,” Lindsay said.
Wolgemuth, also known
as Nancy Leigh Demoss, is a
Christian author who has sold
more than 5 million copies of
books like “Revive Our Hearts''
and “Lies Women Believe.”
In addition to her work as an
author, Wolgemuth works
for the initiative Life Action
Ministry and hosts two daily
radio shows, Seeking Him
and Revive Our Hearts. She
is a graduate of University of
Southern California, where she
studied piano performance.
In 2015, she married Robert
Wolgemuth (‘69), a Taylor
University alumnus, author
and publisher.
Nancy Demoss Wolgemuth
will receive a Doctorate of
Humane Letters, honoris causa.
Alexander is the pastor of

The Park Church in Charlotte,
North Carolina and is the
current chair on the board of
directors for Christianity Today.
He also serves on the boards of
Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary and Wycliffe Bible
Translators. He obtained his
bachelor's degree in philosophy
at Morehouse College, his
master of divinity degree
from Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary and his doctorate in
ministry at Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary.
Alexander will be the
recipient of a Doctorate of
Divinity, honoris causa.
“Not only has Bishop
Alexander led his church for
decades, but he has been a
leader in the important work
of racial reconciliation, of
mobilizing the Church for
godly good, and in building up
evangelical institutions that
serve the Lord in a variety of

ways,” said Will Hagen, vice
president for strategy and chief
of staff at Taylor.
As a capstone to Taylor
University’s 175th anniversary
c e l e bra t i o n s , Ke sl e r w a s
chosen for her service to Taylor
and the worldwide Evangelical
church. Kesler was first lady of
Taylor University for 15 years,
while her husband, President
Emeritus Jay Kesler (‘68),
served as president. She and
her husband have remained
actively involved in the campus
and Taylor community for
many years.
“It will be a very special day as
we recognize these exemplars
of the faith, and give thanks to
God for their impact across so
many areas of the Church and
wider society,” Hagen said.
Commencement is scheduled
for May 21 at 10 a.m. in the Kesler
Student Activities Center.
echo@taylor.edu
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Nancy Demoss Wolgemuth is one of three honorary doctorates.

Satisfaction survey gives insight to campus needs

Results show promise,
room for improvement
Payne Moses
Staff Writer

A satisfaction survey was
sent out to the entire student
body on Oct. 26 of last fall
semester in effort to compare
Taylor’s ef f icac y to other
institutions a par t of the
Council for Christian Colleges
and Universities.
Re su lt s showe d Tay lor
surpasses much of the CCCU
average in both general and
spiritual factors.
Every two years, the university
assessment council at Taylor
creates these sur veys and
compiles student’s responses
for future strategic planning.
Because the turnover rate of

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Will Hagen plans to formulate
strategies based on survey results.

students is 50% following these
two years, the council seeks
to observe trends or changes
in data.
“ We a re a n intentiona l
community and these results
prove that,” said Skip Trudeau,
v ice president of student
development. “A ll of these
categories are important to us

and we strive to continue to
prioritize them as we seek to
improve students’ satisfaction
with their experience.”
The 2021 survey generated
a 39% response rate. 64% were
female and 34% were male.
By classification, freshmen
a ccou nted for 2 4 .39% of
responses, sophomores 25.69%,
juniors 23.42% and seniors
25.36%.
Survey questions consisted
of general inquiries such as
how welcome students feel
on campus and CCCU-specific
items including level of spiritual
growth in students.
Each question was broken
into two parts: importance
and satisfaction. For the two
segments, students rated the
subject in question on a scale
from one to seven, one being

least satisfied or important
and seven being most satisfied
or important.
K imberly Case, director
of assessment and quality
improvement, said the target
participation for any university
survey is one third of the student
body, so she was pleased with the
response rate.
“The really valuable part
of this is we get to see how
Taylor’s doing in comparison
to other Christian colleges
overseas (internationally),”
Case said.
Comparisons bet ween
Ta y l o r a n d o t h e r C C C U
institutions were evaluated
from averages in students’
answers, draw n from
“satisfaction” inputs. Based on
the number of participants,
the differences in satisfaction

b e t w e e n t he t w o b o d ie s
f e l l i nt o t h r e e l e v e l s of
statistical significance.
While the survey consisted
of an estimated 100 items, Case
provided summaries for the 15
with the highest significance
level, both above and below CCCU
average. The average standard
deviation in each item was 1.25,
in either direction, meaning
there was a considerable range
of opinions.
Taylor had the g reatest
positive difference of 0.72 points
over CCCU concerning the topic
of number of weekend activities
for students, with 5.71 compared
to 4.99.
Though only a 0.19 advantage
in the category of intellectual
growth, Case said this was
fantastic to see.
“It’s notable that our students

are say ing, ‘I am able to
experience intellectual growth
here’… And I feel we should
elevate that message more,”
Case said. “We know that
people come to colleges for a
variety of reasons, but certainly
the intellectual growth is a
drawing point.”
Other distinguished positive
performances include spiritual
g r ow t h , r e sident i a l h a l l
regulations being reasonable
and student enjoyment while
on campus.
Separate from the 15 selected
items, three were labeled under
areas to improve, and include
t he fol low i ng: competent
health service staff, ease of
reg istration and adequate
food selection in the cafeteria.
All three were at the highest
SURVEY continues on Page 2

Campus debate team discusses transgender athletes
Teams present
opposing arguments
Kyla Russell
News Editor

On March 8, Taylor’s Oxford
Union Debate Society hosted a
conversation discussing the ethicality behind transgender women competing in women’s sports.
The event lasted an hour and
was moderated by senior and Oxford Union Debate Cabinet member Clare Van Prooyen.
Seniors Pia Briz and Amanda
Williams argued in support of
transgender women competing
in women's sports. Sophomore
Peter Schwarck and men’s soccer
coach Gary Ross argued against
the proposition.
The debate featured short presentations from each side, followed by counter-arguments, a
30 minute question and answer
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The debate was held in the courtroom classroom
in Ayres Alumni Memorial Hall.

session with the audience and
concluding statements by each
side.
This structure follows the
guidelines set out by the Oxford
Union debating forum originally
founded in 1823 as a way to promote discussion worldwide.
In line with these goals, Taylor’s Oxford Union sought to
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bring new conversations to campus through this debate.
“I hope, first, that more conversation will come from this conversation,” Van Prooyen said.
“We're blessed to be able to grow
in our faith during our time at
Taylor, but does this mean anything if we don't know how to put
it into practice? Talking about

Follow The Echo on
Instagram, Twitter
& Facebook
@Echo_TaylorU

transgender men and women is
a sensitive topic to the majority of
Christians. We need to be able to
enter into a conversation about
topics like this, handle the conversation with grace, hear those
we disagree and agree with (one
side is not necessarily right),
and still love the person we are
talking to.”
The two sides acknowledged
their shared faith and then followed the structure laid out
for them.
The opposition, arguing
against sport participation by
transgender women, presented
a defense with three components:
the physical makeup of athletes,
the risk of injury and the possibility of Title IX inequity violations.
The first point made by the
team considered the differences
between bone density, musculature and aptitude for fitness in biological males and females.

According to Transequality.org,
“A transgender woman lives as a
woman today, but was thought to
be male when she was born.”
“We can look around this room
… and see that biological males
by and large are bigger, stronger and faster than biological females,” Ross said.
He then went on to say that
transgender women share a
physical makeup with biological
males, rendering them a competitive advantage in sport activity.
Ross continued with his second point which focused on the
prospect that biological female
athletes may be injured when interacting with a transgender female during sport competition
— specifically in contact sports.
“Bigger, stronger, faster objects when coming in contact
with slower, weaker and smaller objects will destroy those objects,” Ross said. “Biologically

Springing into
season trends

Broadening
perspectives

Katie Pfotzer breaks down the
newest fashion trends, on and off
campus.

Luke Sorrell shares his passion for
studying abroad
Page 6

speaking, there’s a distinct competitive advantage as well as a
clear and present danger to the
biological female with respect
to competition.”
Finally, Ross offered a brief
history on the intersection between Title IX and its goal to
ensure equality for women in
sports. After this, he broke down
the possible violations caused
by transgender women particiaption in collegiate sports.
“Anytime you have a transgender woman … moving over to a
women’s sport, that takes the
place of a female athlete, and it
doesn't just take the place of a female athlete in terms of her capacity to compete athletically, it
actually puts in jeopardy her potential for an education because
there are scholarship opportunities,” Ross said. “This is a Title
IX violation.”
DEBATE continues on Page 2

Student film
wins award

'20 Over' receives prize from the
Television Academy Foundation
Page 7
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Presidential fellows announce "Wonder" event
Renewal planned
for April 7-8
Kyla Russell
News Editor

TThe Wonder 2022 conference
is a student-created event
hoping to revitalize Taylor's
spiritual lives.
Using their leadership status,
the Presidential Fellows plan
to host this spiritual event on
campus.
The event is set for April 7-8,
with the first session at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday in Rediger Chapel.
The team will host Pastor Nirup
Alphonse, lead pastor at Lifegate
Church in Denver, Colorado.
Additionally, Alphonse’s church
worship team will join him by
leading worship.
The two nights will be broken

up into three separate sessions.
Senior Noah Huseman is
one of the Presidential Fellows
planning the event, along with
the additional fellows, seniors
Sawyer Watterson and Ela
Alvarado along with junior
Mariah Hurst.
“Our mission is to create space
for God to impress, invigorate and
inspire our campus community
to seek out the Kingdom of God
here on earth, on our campus, in
our dorms,” said Huseman. “It is
going to be amazing.”
Planning for this event began
in October 2021 and was inspired
by a sense that students may
need a fresh view on the wonder
of God.
“God has been moving to bring
this together for much longer
than that …” Huseman said. “The
idea which kept coming back

around was this renewed and
spirited wonder of God.”
Through prayer and reflection,
the team settled on Acts 2:4046 as their theme passage for
the nights, with a particular
emphasis on Acts 2:43.
“Everyone was filled with awe
at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles,”
Acts 2:43 says in the New
International Version.
In preparation for the event,
the fellows are asking that
students immerse themselves
in prayer.
“We invite you to join us
in prayer to our only God, in
community and led by the Spirit,”
Alvarado said on the Wonder
2022 Instagram page.
Although Wonder 2022 is only
set for this April, the team hopes
the occasion might make lasting

change and become a more
regular happening.
“I cannot speak for
tomorrow, next week, or next
year,” Huseman said. “I would
absolutely love it — I would be
thrilled — if this were to become
a yearly event. I think it could
transform our campus. What
we really want out of this event
is to find the lasting impact
that an encounter with God has
on your life, and we want that
for each and every student on
this campus. We want students
to be thinking about this,
remembering what God did,
how God showed up that night
in early April for months and
years to come. We want every
student to experience Wonder at
the beautiful, infinite, incredible,
awesome presence of our God.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Nirup Alphonse will speak at the three-session event.

Taylor participates in the Race to Zero Waste
Faculty, students
unite for change
Stephen Wisnewski
Staff Writer

After a brief hiatus due to the
pandemic, Taylor University has
rejoined the Campus Race to Zero
Waste, a national competition in
place since 2001.
Fo r m e rly k n o w n a s
RecycleMania, the name was
changed in 2020 to better
communicate the purpose of
the competition.
The first competition was
between two universities but has
since grown to include over 1,000
institutions in the U.S. and Canada.
At Taylor, the Campus Race to
Zero Waste has been less focused
on intercollegiate competition. It
has been framed as a dorm versus
dorm challenge.
This was proposed by students
and implemented to increase
excitement for sustainability
through healthy competition
between rival dorms.
The goal of the competition is
to raise awareness surrounding
the amount of waste Taylor’s

Photograph by Aubri Gundy

The Campus Race to Zero Waste is led by the department of sustainable development.

campus produces and encourage
people to waste less.
Each dorm has a designated
area to recycle materials and
before it is sent off campus, a
student will use a digital hanging
fish scale to weigh the recyclables.
The winner is decided by
calculating the percentage
of waste that was diverted
from landfills.
Even so, Philip Grabowski,

assistant professor of sustainable
development, said it is not a perfect
system. Sometimes the recycled
materials are taken away before a
student can weigh them, but the
hope is that the process will become
more structured in the coming
years with broader assistance
through increased volunteers.
Aside from reducing waste,
there is also a financial benefit
to Taylor recycling.

According to Grabowski,
Taylor spends between $20,00040,000 per year on waste removal.
Although it takes a little extra
work on Taylor’s part to recycle,
Grabowski argues it's worth it
due to its environmental and
economical benefits.
“Reduce first, reuse, and then
recycle,” Grabowski said.
The first step in reducing
our environmental impact is to

reduce the amount wasted.
This could look like using
reusable silverware instead of
single use plastics.
“As Christians, this is part of
living out our faith and loving
our neighbors, showing honor
to God,” Grabowski said. “Our
trash is impacting it, so we aren’t
reflecting (God) well,”
Grabowski said. “If you want to
live out your faith and love your
neighbor, a very simple thing to
do is be mindful of your trash.”
When it comes to recycling
trash, Grabowski said, there can
be a lot of confusion.
Generally, if it’s a plastic
bottle, it can be recycled. The
concern is that people throw
away food in areas designated
for plastic waste.
Grabowski said there are many
times when someone will go to
collect the plastic recycle and
notice someone’s leftover food in
it. When that happens, the whole
bag needs to be thrown out.
“Students should know that
they can be a volunteer. It doesn’t
take any special training, just a
desire to help,” said Grabowski.
echo@taylor.edu

SURVEY continued from Page 1

significance power, however
in the negative direction below
CCCU average.
To effectively use this data,
Case said that the university
assessment council hosted
three focus groups March 15 in
Euler Science Complex. Case
sent out an email to randomly
selected students to take part
in these focus groups. Master
of Arts in Higher Education
st udents faci l itated the
d iscussions by a sk ing the
u nderg raduate students
why they answered the way
t he y d id a nd how Tay lor
might go about addressing
their concerns.
A l l of t h i s a dd it ion a l
information will be added to the
council’s strategic plan which is
currently being developed by
Vice President of Strategy and
Chief of Staff Will Hagen.
Once the data is finalized
and the groups meet, Case will
deliver an all-encompassing
report to President Michael
Lindsay. Case said Lindsay has
noticed that Taylor is a very
student-centered institution
but the survey results can
g i v e c r e d i bi l it y t o t h a t
learned perspective.
echo@taylor.edu

High school summer program preparation is underway
Taylor plans three
programs for students

some group activities in the
evenings with Taylor student
leaders called Student Life
Coordinators (SLC).
Empower is a program that
partners high school students
with a mentor through some

of Taylor’s various connections
like ActSix, Elevate, Str8up and
others.
“The program is designed to
develop theologically-minded
youth and empower them,”
Taylor’s website reads.
The dates have not been
officially announced this year,
but it will likely be at the same
time as the summer camps, in
which case the two groups will
live in the same building.
Summer Institute is the
longest of the programs,
running from June 19 to July
1. High school students who
have finished their junior year
take a condensed version of
Foundations as well as one of
three elective courses of their

choice. The students will get
credit for these programs and
an exemption from taking
Foundations later.
Th e Acad emi c Summ er
Camps run June 12-17 and
are for high school students
who have completed their
sophomore or junior year.
Students can choose from one
of 12 different focuses currently
offered such as mathematics,
computer game design,
music theater and dance and
professional writing, among
others. If some of the courses
do not have at least five
students enrolled though, they
will have to drop the course.
All of these groups will also
be taking part in scripture

puberty blockers are used they
block testosterone and in some
cases increase estrogen, inducing feminine sex characteristics,”
Williams said. “The main thing
people are worried about is testosterone, but there is actually no
clear link between performance
and testosterone levels … if testosterone is higher, it does not
necessarily mean that a person
is going to be a better athlete.”
Finally, the proposition called
on the Christian Church to take
a look at the consistency and disposition regarding the topic.
“The Church does not ask anyone to only be born with blonde
hair or brown eyes, so why are
they making any conditions for
trans people to be accepted?”
Briz said.
After both sides presented and
engaged in counterarguments,

the audience question and answer session began and lasted
for 25 minutes. Following this,
both sides presented closing
arguments.
All people present for the event
then voted on a winner. The notion that transgender women
should be able to participate in
women’s sports won the debate.
Senior Sam Ranger attended
the discussion and continues to
talk about these topics following
the debate.
“I have an interest in learning more about the LGBTQIA+
community and think the entire
campus should as well,” Ranger
said. “Those in this community
statistically make up a large percentage of the campus population and I think it is our duty, as
a liberal arts institution, to foster care and educate ourselves for

groups like these who are often
stigmatized and marginalized …
I think it was fruitful and has led
to many beneficial and necessary
conversations around campus.”
To Van Prooyen, these conversations are an essential piece to
the success of this dialogue.
“It never fails that during the
debate I see at least one or two
people that are upset by the conversation,” Van Prooyen said. “At
the end of each debate, I say that
I'm happy they got upset because
that is why I want to have these
conversations. Not to be controversial, but to spark feelings and
emotion so we can learn how
to handle tough conversations.
There's no better place than
Taylor University to learn how
to grow in our ability to communicate and disagree."
echo@taylor.edu

Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

Every year Taylor holds
multiple summer programs for
high schoolers to come and get
a taste of college life including
Summer Institute, formerly
known as CRAM and Summer
Honors, Academic Summer
camps and Empower.
All of these programs cater
to slightly different needs and
interests.
Although all of the students
will be in different camps,
they will all be staying in
Breuninger Hall and having
DEBATE continued from Page 1

The proposition, arguing in
support of transgender women
participating in sports, also presented an argument with three
components: common misconceptions, an oppositions’ overemphasis on testosterone levels,
and the inconsistent thinking
surrounding discussion on this
topic.
“It is a misconception to
think this is a new topic,” Briz
said. “People think this is a new
topic and that there aren’t decades of data we go upon. Trans
people have been competing
for decades.”
The team then explained the
ways in which data does not reveal a direct correlation between
higher testosterone levels and increased athletic caliber.
“When hormone therapy and

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Jacob Gerding will be the
summer hall director.

engagement in the evenings
with Department Chair
and Professor of Christian
Ministries Phil Collins. Kiersten
Seeman, director of pre-college
programs, is in charge of these
programs for the first time this
year and said that while she is
not planning on making many
changes to the programs, she
wants to help the students
develop devotions from what
they learned from scripture
engagement the day before.
We n g a t z H a l l D i re c t o r
Jacob Gerding will be the hall
director for the programs
this summer and one of his
responsibilities is selecting the
SLCs. They will serve as short
term Personnel Assistants

(PAs), as they will lead small
groups and help the students
figure out campus and how to
get around for their stay.
The application process is
completed, and Gerding will
focus on selecting candidates.
Although Gerding will not
have a lot of direct interactions
with the students, he will be
helping the SLCs as they figure
out their leadership roles and
also experience it as a time
of growth.
“We just hope that these
weeks are a microcosm of what
a full Taylor experience would be.
We hope it wets their appetite to
want to know more about Taylor,”
Seeman said.
echo@taylor.edu

Corrections
In an article entitled “Counseling Center begins therapy groups, workshops,” it was stated that the Counseling
Center has seen student use increase by one third, totalling to 66% of the student body. Rather, the Counseling
Center has seen student use increase to one third, 33% of
the student body.
An article entitled “Dean of Sciences shares experiences”
stated the wrong maiden name for Grace Miller, dean of
natural and applied sciences. Miller moved with her family, the Ju family, from the Philippines to the U.S.
Gregg Holloway’s title was listed incorrectly in an article
entitled “Mini Scoops: Taylor Tunnels.” His title is director
of facilities services.

Corrections Policy
The Echo strives to accurately report names, facts, information in all of its content. However, when errors do occur, the
newspaper stands ready to correct the error by publishing a
correction in a timely manner in both the print and online editions. If you notice an error, please bring it to our attention by
emailing: echo@taylor.edu
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Spring Fashion: Trends on and off the runway
Students, faculty, models
display innoative trends
Katie Pfotzer

Co-Editors in Chief

Staff Writer

“Florals for spring?
Groundbreaking.”
Meryl Streep utters this famous quote as Miranda Priestly
in “The Devil Wears Prada” alluding to the cliches spring fashion can often become.
However, spring 2022 fashion
trends seem to be full of surprises diverging from the patterns of
the last few years according to
many fashion experts. This can
be seen both on campus and on
the runways.
The latest fashion weeks in
New York, London, Paris and Milan signified a new look at fashion after the age of the pandemic.
The last two years have been
full of fashion that commented on the pandemic itself —
famously the Valentino Haute
Couture Spring 2021 collection. Audiences may remember
a look from this collection that
Zendaya wore to the 2021 Critics
Choice Awards.
However, this year many of the
collections went back to having
their own unique, non-pandemic-related, themes. Some traditional houses, like Ralph Lauren,
even went so far as to not show
at all during the last two years,
but came back to show a new
collection in the last weeks.
Fashion critic Luke Meagher also noted in a video critique of New York Fashion
Week that newcomers such as
Elena Valez and Peter Do added a much-needed vitality to the
scene.
“I do always think it is interesting to see what small brands
are doing,” senior JD Fritzeen said
of his experience attending New
York Fashion Week.
“They’re usually right out
of school, or they have a really
unique perspective that maybe isn’t seen as much because
it’s harder for a big brand to get
that because they can’t pivot
that easily.”
Overall, the season is shaping
up to be more innovative than
fashion has been in years and
that has an effect on the trends
of the season.
While every show in the most
recent season was unique, a
few consistent themes were
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Kelsey Denison, Lauryn Terry, M. Rain Taylor, Anneke Breuker, Sarah Wordhouse and Adeline Gonzalez showed off their style in a spring fashion photoshoot.

prominently featured across the
board. Tailoring, bold colors and
patterns were common, as well
as silhouettes from the 1960s
and 70s.
These trends have led freshman Justice Bower to describe
his current style in a unique way.
“I dress like a dad from Florida,” he said.
There’s a very specific and
observable way that these
trends will make their way into
the market.
“When we talk about runway
fashion, or high fashion or haute
couture — those are all such elevated artforms of style and of
fashion,” Fritzeen said. “A lot of
runway pieces are created to be
this insanely aspirational piece
for the runway. A lot of them
are never meant to be worn out
on the street or are meant to be
worn on carpets by celebrities.
You see something on a runway
and it’s going to slowly trickle
down into major masses.”
Fritzeen referenced the famous scene from “The Devil Wears Prada” about cerulean
gowns that eventually led to the
movie’s protagonist wearing a
cerulean sweater.
“It’s a very accurate part
of that movie,” Fritzeen said.

“Runways are so indicative of
what we’re going to be seeing in
store for mass consumers.”
A 2015 Washington Post article
from Sarah Halzack describes
this process. Halzack explains
that brands look to the runways
to set the standards and adapt
the clothes to suit the needs of
their clients.
Halzack also explains that
while smaller brands have to
take into consideration things
such as cost and longevity of reproducing certain looks, larger
brands such as H&M and Zara
can reproduce trends within
weeks of runway shows.
Other trend influences may
come from Fashion Week more
indirectly.
“Being in person for fashion week you see how important street style is,” Fritzeen said.
“There are photographers every
and anywhere — outside the
shows, inside the shows, at the
corners. It’s like the viewers’ runway before the runway.”
Other trends are influenced by
celebrities.
“I always look up to famous
singers and how they dress up
on stages,” said sophomore Lal
Sang. “So my suit was inspired by
Harry Styles because his outfits

are very colorful and represent
how he feels.”
A quick scan of fast fashion
aggregates like ASOS and Zara’s
spring collections already include many of trends seen on
the runway. Most of the designs
feature swirly patterns reminiscent of the House of Sunny designs that were popular summer
of 2021. Another prevalent pattern seems to be inspired by vintage Hermes scarves.
The patterns themselves were
featured in colors like tangerine,
deep aqua and kelly green. Items
like T-shirt dresses and blazers
were also made in fabrics like
tweed or given ruffled sleeves
as a twist on a classic.
Some of these same trends can
be seen in the outfits modeled
by students and faculty. Proliferating the outfits are bold colors
and patterns like junior Sarah
Wordhouse’s cow print skirt.
“I try not to follow microtrends because they won’t be
around within a few months so
I try to pick out items of clothing that I know will be trendy
for a few years,” Wordhouse said.
“You know, early 2000s is really
in right now, so if you pick out an
early 2000s skirt, make sure it’s a
pattern that lasts for more than

just a couple weeks.”
Sophomore M. Rain Taylor described the way she combines
some of the current trends.
“I really like ( fashion trends
that are) androgenous. You can
wear it on anyone, anyone can
be inspired by it, anything that
makes me feel comfortable and
the skater vibe,” Taylor said.
Taylor faculty also showed off
some of the season’s precedents.
Assistant Professor of American
Politics Jakob Miller sported a
distinctly professorial look in
a tweed blazer that showed off
the tailoring and fabric of the
season.
The looks demonstrate a wide
range of styles, highlighting the
individuals expressing their personal taste while also capturing
the ebbs and flows of fashion.
While some trend predictors
could tell you exactly how to
dress, others disagree.
“I just don’t think there are any
rules,” said Loralee Songer, assistant professor of music. “If you
feel good in it then you should
get it, and you should probably
get it in multiple colors.”
To see the complete spring
styles of the students and faculty mentioned in this piece, see
pages 4 and 5.
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Nine students and two professors participated in a spring fashion photoshoot to show off their style. Denison describes her style as “hipster grandpa” while Terry, Breuker and Gonzalez encourage students to wear whatever makes them comfortable and confident. “Wear what you feel most
confident, beautiful and most YOU in,” Breuker said.
The men of the photoshoot sported a variety of looks. Villegas drew his
inspiration from architecture and streets and Sang was inspired by artist
Harry Styles. Professors Loralee Songer and Jakob Miller expressed themselves through florals and wooden bowties, respectively.
Left photo: Lal Sang, Joshua Ryg, Samuel Villegas, Justice Bower
Above photo: Jakob Miller, Loralee Songer
Photographs by Kaelynn Shultz
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

U.S. human trafficking crisis
Kuzma offers hope
and solutions
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Bong Joon-ho accepts the Golden Globe for Best Picture in 2020.

The Echo Editorial Board | Our View

A world opened through subtitles
In language, there is power.
Have you seen any of the Oscarnominated international films
this year? What about those
nominated for last year's awards?
Or the year before?
If Bong Joon-ho's “Parasite” is
the only one you have heard of or
watched, it is time to change that.
There was an uproar when
“Parasite” won the award for best
picture at the 2020 Oscar’s, going
up against fan favorites “1917” and
“Once Upon a Time in Hollywood.”
Becoming the first non-English
language film to win best picture,
it began to open viewers' eyes to
a world of film they had not been
interacting with — one that only
required subtitles to enter.
After winning the Golden
Globe for best foreign film in
2020, “Parasite” director Joonho said, “Once you overcome the
one-inch-tall barrier of subtitles,
you will be introduced to so many
more amazing films.”
Why have subtitles become the
“barrier” that Joon-ho mentions?
Whether it’s our tendency
to stray towards laziness and
claim that our brains just can’t
keep up or the deliberate lack
of desire, staying away from art
that requires only one more
step can restrict our worldview
significantly. We limit ourselves
to only what we can easily
understand, allowing no space
for further education.
“Good films expose us to ‘takes’
on goodness, truth, evil, beauty,
and brokenness that force us to
grapple with perspectives that
often diverge significantly from
our own,” said Koert Verhagen,
philosophy and religion professor.
“However, it is also often the
case that our reflexive response
to that which is unfamiliar is to
seek to make it fit into categories,
concepts, or value structures that
we already have in place.”

Because of this, foreign-lanuage
films are rendered unfamiliar
due to the fact that they do not
contain things we can put in boxes
or force into our preconceived
notions. Both visually and aurally
these films ask more of the
viewer, requiring a deeper level
of participation.

Whether it’s our tendency to stray towards laziness and claim that our
brains just can’t keep up
or the deliberate lack of
desire, staying away from
art that requires only one
more step can restrict our
worldview significantly.

Too often, we don’t recognize
the privilege we have to be
speaking the most common
language in the world. Films
are often dubbed in English;
literature is often released with
an English translation as soon as
possible and the most popular
genres of music like Rock and
Pop originated in the English
language. Most of the art we
interact with has been catered
to us.
And yet, most of us on this
campus inherited this language
by accident and our main
interaction with the learning of
other languages is through the
Bachelor of the Arts curriculum.
By accident, we’ve acquired
the power of being able to talk
to at least one person almost
everywhere in the world. By
accident, we have been coddled
by companies and brands
advertising specifically for our
dialect. By accident, we are
favored in educational systems.
It’s this privilege that makes

it feel as though everything of
importance is already in English
and anything that isn’t will soon
be dubbed over so that we can
easily enjoy ourselves without the
extra work of reading every piece
of dialogue.
In a survey sent out to the
student body which asked
whether you use subtitles and
why or why not, over 60 students
responded that no they do not
use subtitles for varying reasons.
While one listed “it creates a less
immersive experience,” another
put it simply as “I have ears for
that.”
However, we at The Echo
Editorial Board would argue that
interacting with subtitles is what
makes the film experience even
more immersive and allows the
viewer to fully participate in what
the filmmaker intended. Words
have not been changed to similar
phrases in another language and
the actor's original portrayal of the
script has not been eliminated by
vocal dubbing.
We are experiencing the art
in a way that has not erased the
original work.
While you might claim you’ll
be missing things in the film by
focusing on the subtitles, you’re
missing out on so much more in
all the films you refuse to watch
that require this extra step.
"Watching films from around
the world can help us take off
our blinders,” said Kathy Bruner,
film department co-chair. “Even
if we have to read subtitles, we’ll
be enriched by hearing stories
from other perspectives.”
In language there is power.
The opinions expressed in the
Our View represent the view of
The Echo student newspaper
Editorial Board alone, and not
the views of Taylor University.
echo@taylor.edu

Want to contribute to the conversation?
Readers are encouraged to submit letters to the editor and op-eds responding to topics
and events of their interest. All submissions are due Monday by 5 p.m. Please review
below guidelines before submitting.
Letters to the Editor
200 word limit
No sources required
Include academic year

Guest Columns
600 word limit
3 expert sources
required

The Echo only accepts column submissions from current faculty, staff and
students. Email your contribution to echo@taylor.edu or contact Sophia King at
sophia_king@taylor.edu for
more information.
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Abigail Kuzma | Faculty Contributor

L

ast year, I had the privilege
of teaching a class on human trafficking, a subject I have
examined for more than 20 years
as an attorney representing victims/survivors, as an author of
legal articles on human trafficking and serving on the governing boards of national and local
nonprofits.
This shocking crime preys on
the most vulnerable in our society. Regrettably, we are facing a
new threat in the fight against
human trafficking.
What does sex trafficking look
like in our communities? In Indiana, children as young as seven
or eight have been sold into commercial sex and subjected to unspeakable violence and torture
for the purpose of satisfying the
lusts of men, many of whom are
middle aged, married and well
to do.
Though federal and state law
are slightly different, sex trafficking is defined as occurring when
a person knowingly or intentionally uses force, threat of force, coercion or fraud to recruit, entice,
harbor or transport an individual with the intent of causing
the individual to marry another
person; engage in prostitution; or
participate in sexual conduct (IC
35-42-3.5-1).
However, when children are
used, force, fraud or coercion
need not be involved or proved.
A child under the age of 18 used
in commercial sex is automatically a trafficked victim.
While young boys and girls are
sometimes abducted by pimps or
sold by their parents or guardians, the more typical scenario
in the U.S. is called grooming —
where a pimp masquerades as a
boyfriend and entices a young
teen or child into prostitution.
The most vulnerable victim is a
young person who has been sexually assaulted at a very young
age, prior to being trafficked —
usually by a family member or
trusted friend.
Enduring that trauma literally changes the child’s brain and

causes her to be more susceptible to grooming. Further, children
who have endured trauma, sexual, violent or otherwise, are more
likely to be a ward in the state Department of Child Services.
Such children typically endure
multiple placements and may fail
to bond with any of their foster
families. Thus, a high number of
trafficked children have previously run away from their home or
placement.
One of the major Indiana providers of care for trafficked children reports that of the more than
150 children they serve each year,
85% have suffered sexual abuse
prior to being used in sex trafficking and over 45% had run away
more than 15 times.
While this horrible practice
has existed prior to historical record keeping, it has been ignored
and tolerated by society, at least
in part because commercial sex/
prostitution is hidden and the
victims are the least in our society — predominately children,
low-income, minority and without a voice.
In the U.S., sex trafficking first
came to light in many communities with the passage of the federal Trafficking Victims Protection
Act in year 2000. It is critical that
we understand that human trafficking is a commercial market —
a market in young lives.
And make no mistake, human
trafficking is a very profitable
business, garnering some $150 billion per year worldwide. In short,
to the trafficker, selling women,
young boys and girls to willing
men is all about the money, just
like any other illegal market such
as drugs and guns.
As one of my anti-trafficking
colleagues expressed to my class
last semester, “No buyer, no market; no market, no exploitation. If
men stopped paying for sex, sex
trafficking would cease to exist.”
Of course it is critical to recover
and serve those exploited through
trafficking. But we will not put a
dent in the number of those being
trafficked until we reduce the demand for this sordid market.
Unfortunately, as we speak,
there is a well-funded movement

in some states that, if successful,
will undo much of the progress
made in fighting human trafficking. This movement advocates that sex trafficking would
be eliminated if commercial sex
were legalized.
The most powerful in this
movement are those seeking to
profit financially if prostitution
becomes legal. Others, some
well-meaning, mistakenly see
prostitution as a choice, failing to
understand the horrific violence
and exploitation dominating the
practice.
In fact, studies of countries
where prostitution has been legalized, have documented the
opposite — human trafficking
increases when prostitution is
legalized. This is because legalizing prostitution increases the
demand for commercial sex and
a consequent expansion of the
prostitution market. When legalization occurs, those users who
would otherwise be deterred due
to fear of arrest and prosecution
are no longer deterred, thus an increase in demand is documented. Not surprisingly, an increase
in trafficking follows an increase
in demand. These conclusions are
supported by a number of articles
in professional journals around
the world.
Nevertheless, despite clear evidence documenting that legalization of prostitution actually
increases human trafficking, bills
legalizing prostitution have been
introduced in Louisiana, Hawaii,
Oregon, Washington D.C., New
York, Vermont and previously in
New Hampshire.
While this is a difficult subject, there is hope. Since 2000,
the laws in all 50 states have
been strengthened to fight human trafficking and serve survivors. But we must not allow this
ill-informed and
dangerous effort
to legalize prostitution undue
all of the progress made.
Abigail Kuzma can be
reached at
abby_kuzma@taylor.edu

Luke Sorrell | Contributor

Sorrell experiences life in Spain

What it's like to
study abroad

T

here’s one thing studying
abroad definitely provides: a
unique opportunity for growth —
one I think everyone should take
advantage of at some point before
graduation (not #sponsored).
Obviously, one doesn’t have to
study abroad to experience growth.
It seems we are always surrounded
by opportunities that — if we
choose to engage — will not leave
us the same as we were before
we engaged. However, studying
abroad in Spain this spring has
stripped me of much that was
once comfortable and left me with
myself, the Lord and my checked
bag and carry-on.
Not necessarily in a bad way, may
I clarify? It may not always be the
easiest, but that’s to be expected.
Immersion in another culture
is a continual, conscious decision.
It wouldn’t be that difficult to
cram my way through classes,
speak Spanish only when
necessary or acknowledge only
the romanticized experiences of
studying abroad.
Intentional immersion in
culture means culture shock and
culture clash; it means consistent
crossing of paths with new people
who open your eyes to an even
greater imagination of how grand
the Imago Dei is; it requires willingly
sitting in the tension of different
mindsets and beliefs. It means
being humbled daily. It requires
you to befriend your imperfection
in language but also just in general.
It gives you new hobbies and new
environments for old hobbies. It

Photograph provided by Luke Sorrell

Luke Sorrell's favorite spot to read, Plaza de San Francisco.

allows for opportunities to pursue
intimacy with the same, consistent
God from a different cultural lens; it
means bringing life’s hardships with
you and wrestling with the Lord’s
plan for said hardships. I could go
on, but I have a limit of 600 words.
To summarize, it’s a continuation
of the complexity of life — both
the hard but also the incredibly
beautiful — just in a different
place. I. Am. Learning.
I asked a few of my friends here
to describe how life here in Spain is
different than back in the U.S.. And
yes, there are many differences as
well as many similarities. These
were some of their responses:
flexible, easy-going, perspective,
content, enlightening.
All of these are true and feed
into the “no pasa nada” mindset
here in Spain. Sweating things big
or small is not the norm, running
from one appointment to the next
need not happen. But pausing
and actually being where you are
— that is the goal. I find that, when
I adopt this mindset truly, I am able
to more fully see and participate in
the ways the Lord is challenging and

growing me, and I hope to bring this
discipline back with me.
At this point, I only have a couple
hundred words left, and I don’t
think any of this has really flowed or
made a ton of sense, but sometimes
such is life and sometimes such is
studying abroad. One thing I know:
I have fallen in love with Seville —
the people, the culture, the way of
life and the ways the Lord has met
with and refined me here.
To wrap up, I want to share the
lyrics from my favorite song here
this spring. La canción se llama
“Vuelvo a Casa,” y la letra lleva
tanta belleza:
“Vuelvo a casa, vuelvo a casa
A la casa de mi Padre que
me ama y me llama
Me llamas por mi nombre
Aunque conoces mi pasado
Aun así me acepta
Y Tu hijo soy
Y Tu hijo soy
Y Tu hijo soy
Y tu hijo soy.”
Luke Sorrell can be reached
at luke_sorrell@taylor.edu
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ICC hosts the beloved Taylor event, Airband
Airband returns to
Rediger Chapel
Danielle Pritchard
Staff Writer

With the mixture of extravagant makeup, incredible dance
moves, and lots of laughter from
audience and performers alike,
Taylor’s beloved tradition of Airband promised an event of fun
for all involved.
Yet before the fun began,
many groups had a large
amount of preparation ahead
of them, including Taylor’s Inter-Class Council.
Airband is an annual event
at Taylor University and is usually popular, but the past two
performances have suffered
under the COVID-19 pandemic.
Last year, regulations required
space between each audience
member, limiting attendance
and buildup, while the performances in 2020 were canceled
completely.
Students spent the months
before Airband looking forward to it, some committing to
acts while most were waiting
in anticipation for the return
of the full-fledged show. As organizers, ICC was aware of the
excitement and knew the hype
was not unwarranted.
Long before auditions, ICC

had to start preparing for
the show, beginning with the
theme.
“What we look for in a theme
is what can we do in the space
and then how can we incorporate the theme more into the
show,” Sophomore Class President for ICC, Elisabeth Nieshalla, said.
This year’s theme of America’s Got Talent offered space
for creative decorations around
the student center and inside
Rediger.
“We want it to be this stage,
this show, this thing that the
students get to engulf themselves in,” Lauryn Mekelburg,
senior class secretary of ICC,
said. “(To) really have the students and families and faculty
walk in and feel like ‘whoa.’”
“This year will shock the audience,” Mekelburg said after
the first round of auditions.
“In actuality, I think the level
of dances is better than we’ve
seen before.”
But the process used to
choose the final acts from
those auditioning isn’t based
upon dance skill s alon e;
many participants don’t have
much experience.
“Obviously, the dancing needs
to be good, but it’s not the
main focus of the show by any
means,” said Austin Cochrane,

Photograph provided by Ross Kimbrell

Airband 2021 was able to return to the stage with some modifications during the rehearsal process.

sophomore class secretary.
Instead, the creativity and
originality of each act are considered, including costume and
set design, as each group is responsible for its own. With so
much contributing to how final performances are chosen, it
gives students room to experiment and personalize their acts.
“It really does emphasize the

creativity and originality of the
Taylor community,” Mekelburg
said.
Airband is a massive tradition, with tons of people
involved, everyone each devoting significant time. There
are many supporters and behind-the-scenes contributions
in addition to each of the performances which are made up

of dozens of students. In order to coordinate their teams,
most practice 2-3 times a week
for 2-3 hours each time, some
even more.
“It’s pretty hardcore for something ‘lower-level,’ but that’s
how much people love it. That’s
how much people want to invest
in it,” Cochrane said.
On top of helping direct the

event, Nieshalla also participated in an Airband act. As one
of several among the council
who chose to do this, she looks
back as both a manager and an
actor.
“You put in so many hours,”
Nieshalla said. “Sometimes, it’s
frustrating and hard, but that
first run through (where) everyone gets the moves and then
the tide starts turning. There’s
so much community and teamwork that happens.”
“The community around it is
huge,” Cochrane said. “I don’t
think you’re going to get that
at any other event surrounding Taylor except maybe Silent night.”
Most agree that the work is
entirely worth it for the final
product.
“The show itself is such a celebration of all the work that has
gone into it,” Nieshalla said.
During deliberation, any
council members who participated in the Airband in question have to leave the room, but
otherwise, they all watch and
discuss acts together, sharing
in responsibility and payoff.
“We all get to work together,
but we kind of have our own little team that really collaborates
to put something huge on,” Mekelburg said.
echo@taylor.edu

‘The Batman’ explores the flaws of the iconic character
Robert Pattinson stars
as Bruce and Batman
Lucas Bertsche
Staff Writer

“ The Batman” delivers a visually stunning, emotionally rich
noir mystery that finally showcases Batman as the world’s
greatest detective.
Director Matt Reeves’ film focuses on a new iteration of the
character and steers clear of
the wider DC shared universe
to avoid a retread of the classic
origin story. Instead, we follow
Batman (Robert Pattinson) in
his second year of prowling the
streets of Gotham City.
The plot kicks into gear when
a twisted serial killer calling himself the Riddler (Paul
Dano) begins targeting political figures in Gotham and leaving mysterious riddles behind.
Batman soon finds himself in
a tangled enigma that exposes
the scars of his past, the systematic corruption that plagues the
city and the tolls of his flawed
warpath.
With a chilling voice-over
and a brutal beatdown, the film

Photograph provided by Inverse

“The Batman” premiered on March 4.

immediately establishes this
Batman as an icon of fear. He is
the shadows. He is vengeance.
Pattinson’s Bruce Wayne is
also set up as starkly different
from any other live-action iteration. This Bruce is an introvert uninterested in putting on
the mask of a billionaire playboy. Instead, he’s a recluse who
pushes away the people closest
to him — not to protect them,
but to protect himself from

feeling the pain of losing another loved one. Pattinson conveys
all of this inner torment so well
with only his eyes.
Beyond nailing Bruce and
Batman, the movie just looks
gorgeous. Cinematographer
Greg Fraser (“Dune”) bathes
the grungy darkness of Gotham
with frequent bursts of color
from the brilliant blue flame of
the Batmobile to the red-soaked
Iceberg Lounge. Fraser’s work

puts the multitude of drab, gray
blockbusters of recent memory
to shame.
Michael Giacchino’s score is
another highlight. Given the
impossible task of following
up Hans Zimmer (composer of
“The Dark Knight”), Giacchino managed to craft a unique
theme that feels perfect for
this Batman. It evokes pure
dread but then transforms
into something so heroic and

hopeful. Catwoman’s theme is
equally haunting and has been
stuck in my head ever since I
heard it.
Speaking of Catwoman, Zoe
Kravitz is phenomenal in the
role and has fantastic chemistry
with Pattinson. Dare I say this is
the best version of the character
we’ve seen yet?
Colin Farrel l i s another scene-stealer as the charismatic mob boss known
as The Penguin. He’s utterly unrecognizable.
If I have any criticism, it’s
that Andy Serkis’s Alfred doesn’t
have enough to do outside of
one heart-wrenching scene.
Another thing to note is the
pacing. “The Batman” is more of
a slow-burn detective story like
“Seven” than an action slugfest
like “The Avengers.” Personally,
I was riveted from start to finish
by the unfolding mystery, but I
could see this being a turn-off
to some.
I do think the overall structure could have been tightened
though, especially in the third
act. The final conflict is set up
a bit too late, and sometimes, a
few members of the wide

TU Film Program wins national recognition
Veal and Wallace
awarded for “20 Over”
Press Release
Taylor University

Upland, Indiana – “20 Over,”
a documentary produced by
Taylor University’s Film & Media Production program, was
recognized Saturday, March
26, with a College Television
Award and $10,000 prize from
the Television Academy Foundation in Los Angeles. The
film profiles Indiana Paralympic track athlete Noah Malone,
who suffers from Leber’s hereditary optic neuropathy and is legally blind. 2020 Taylor alumni
Chad Veal and Brendan Wallace
created the film as students in
the program.
The Television Academy
Foundation named “20 Over” as
the recipient of the Loreen Arbus Focus on Disability Scholarship, an award that recognizes
and rewards the student-produced project that best portrays

disability issues.
Taylor’s program was recognized along with nine other
schools, including The American Film Institute, New York
University, The School of Visual
Arts (NYC), The Savannah College of Art and Design, and New
York Film Academy.
“This award recognizes and
underscores the remarkable
talent of Chad Veal and Brendan Wallace, as well as the
world-class program we have
built here at Taylor,” said Dr.
Michael Lindsay, President of
Taylor University.
“To be able to put the spotlight on such a talented athlete
who is making such a positive
impact on the world is what
makes this award so special to
us,” said Wallace, the project’s
producer, sound designer, and
Photograph provided by Taylor University
composer.
The Television Academy Foundation named “20 Over” as the recipiVeal, who directed, shot,
ent of the Loreen Arbus Focus on Disability Scholarship.
and edited the project, added, “It is such an honor for ‘20 Television Academy.”
are judged by Television Acad- reflect industry standards of
Over’ to receive Taylor’s first
Designed to emulate the emy members. Criteria for excellence, imagination, and
national recognition from the Emmy Awards, student entries the College Television Awards innovation.

cast of characters get lost in
the shuffle.
I’ve seen other criticism saying there’s not enough Bruce in
the film, but that’s the point.
Bruce sees violence and fear as
the answer to Gotham’s problems and finds no use in the
Wayne name.
He’s a flawed, broken man,
and it’s only through his interactions with Riddler, Selina and
Alfred that certain realizations
and changes are made. Then,
everything finally comes full
circle when the film completely flips a line from the beginning
on its head.
Overall, I don’t think “The
Batman” is as perfect as the
Christopher Nolan trilogy (especially “The Dark Knight”), but
honestly, not much is. Reeves
and Pattinson hit a home run
with this one and set up a vibrant world with tons of sequel
and spin-off potential.
Personally, I fell in love with
Pattinson’s take on the character, and the ending has me
dying to see what Reeves will
do next.

echo@taylor.edu

Events
Chorale & Sounds
Concert
April 9,
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

Dora Rivera and
Sally Boone, Recital
April 24, 3:00-4:00 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

CMD Piano Recital

April 30, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Chikako Sloan’s
Piano Studio Recital
May 7, 9:30-11:00 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
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Golf teams kick off spring season

Both teams off to
strong start
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

Both Taylor golf teams have
continued to succeed after last
year’s strong ending.
The men’s golf team is currently ranked no. 18, the highest in the
Crossroads League, ahead of Marian who is in no. 22, the only other
ranked Crossroads League team.
The team has won three tournaments this season, all in the
fall. Arguably, no tournament
was more impressive than the
team placing third in the Earl
Yestingsmeier Invitational,
where they beat NCAA Division
1 in-state teams such as Purdue
Fort Wayne, Ball State, Butler
and IUPUI.
They have competed in two
spring tournaments so far, placing fourth out of nine teams in
the Showdown at Legends tournament. The team lost to no. 3
Coastal Georgia, no. 23 Lindsey
Wilson and William Carey. They
did beat conference foe Huntington who finished eighth.
Junior Noah Ross led the Trojans, earning second place of all
golfers there with a total score
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Senior Nicole Jung was named Crossroads Golfer of the Week last week.

of 216. His score of 66 in the final round was the best round of
anyone in the tournament. Junior
Drew Pickering had a total score
of 233 and sophomore Adam Kasitz had a total score of 234 to
earn a top 20.
Over spring break, the men’s
team traveled to New Orleans
to compete in the Wolfpack Invitational. They would earn a
second-place finish falling just
two strokes short of the win.
Loyola-New Orleans took the
win on their home course. Senior Javan Johnson led the way
for the Trojans with a score of
225, six strokes off the overall

win, earning a third place. Kasitz
put in another good performance
with a score of 230, earning him a
ninth-place finish.
Conditions at the course nearly made golf unplayable with 30
to 40 mile per hour winds with
gusts. The night of the last round,
after all the players were finished,
a tornado touched ground just a
mile from the course.
The women’s golf team is currently ranked no. 19, just behind
conference and cross-county rival
Indiana Wesleyan, who comes in
at no. 15. Bethel, another conference foe, is ranked no. 25.
Four tourn am ent w in s

highlighted a successful fall season for the women’s team.
Kicking off the spring season,
the team finished seventh of 11
teams in the Showdown at Legends in Myrtle Beach, losing out
to several ranked teams such as
no. 10 William Carey, no. 13 Cumberland, no. 16 Lindsey Wilson,
no. 18 Campbellsville, no. 21 Truett-McConnell and no. 24 Cumberlands. The team did beat
conference foe Huntington who
finished in tenth. The team was
without two of its highest performing golfers this tournament,
senior Nicole Jung and freshman
Ellie Beavins. Freshman Sabrina
Langerak and sophomore Elizabeth Kemper led the team with
scores of 237 and 239 respectively.
Both scored top 15 finishes.
Over spring break, the team
also traveled to New Orleans to
compete in the Wolfpack Invitational. The return of Jung saw
the team beat William Carey and
Campbellsville as well as no. 22
Northwestern Ohio. The team
finished third of seven behind no.
7 Loyola and no. 4 Dalton State
with Loyola winning on their
home course. Jung led the team
with a score of 230 and finished
second overall. Langarek put in
another consistent performance

to finish with a score of 240 and
place seventh.
“We definitely made a step in
the right direction between Myrtle Beach and New Orleans,” Head
Coach Cameron Andry said.
Jung’s performance landed her
the Crossroads League Golfer of
the Week award.
Looking ahead, both teams
will focus on winning the conference. The team to beat on the
men’s side will be Marian. They
have faced Marian once at the
Chariot Run Challenge, where
they beat Marian by 13 strokes
as well as winning the tournament. Chariot Run is also where
the conference championship on
the men’s side will be held.
“I think we have a significant
advantage at that course,” Johnson said. “We have guys like Erik
(Fahlen) who can absolutely rip
the ball and that is what the
course is made for.”
On the women’s side, Indiana Wesleyan will be the team
to beat. The women’s team has
faced them one time in the Players Club Invitational, losing out
to them. The team has not lost
to any other Crossroads League
opponent.
echo@taylor.edu

MONDAY

Men’s Track & Field
4/8-9 Indiana Tech Invitational

Women’s Track & Field
4/8-9 Indiana Tech Invitational

Men’s Lacrosse

4/6 Indiana Tech 4 p.m.
4/9 @Concordia University 4 p.m.

Softball

4/4 University of Saint Francis(DH) 4 p.m.
4/5 Spring Arbor (DH) 4 p.m.
4/9 Indiana Wesleyan (DH) 1 p.m.

Baseball

4/4 @ University of Saint Francis (DH) 1 p.m.
4/8 @Spring Arbor (DH) 1 p.m.
4/9 @Spring Arbor (DH) 1 p.m.

Men’s Golf

4/4-5 Roadrunner Classic

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor Athletics
Women’s Track & Field
3/25-26 Emory Invitational 3rd

Men’s Track & Field
25-26 Emory Invitational 3rd

Men’s Lacrosse
3/26 Madonna University L 7-19
3/30 Lawrence Tech L 4-19

Baseball
3/29 University of Saint Francis W 13-1
3/29 University of Saint Francis W 11-0

Softball

Weight room plans finalized for fall

3/29 Marian University L 5-7

Update on planned
renovation
Markus Miller

Gould said. “So we’re just trying to make the lobby a more
welcoming place and have it fit
the rest of the campus.”
The ticket boxes have already been removed from the
lobby as space will need to be
made for a second staircase
that goes up to the weight
room. The Odle bathrooms
will also be updated and the
rest of the space will be modified to fit the changes in university branding.
“People are excited about
it, athletes are excited about
it,” Gould said. “It’s good
for everyone.”
echo@taylor.edu

as work begins on the project.
Much of this initial work
started after the conclusion of
the women’s basketball season
at the end of February.

Aug. 1 remains the expected
opening date of the new space,
in time for fall athletes to use
the weight room before the
beginning of the 2022 season.

Kyle Gould, director of intercollegiate athletics, said some
of the finishing touches for the
weight room and the lobby will
come later in the year as Taylor undergoes a rebranding,
but the equipment will be in
place in August.
“We’ll have some temporary weights, but the actual
equipment will be there, and
our athletes will be able to lift
then,” Gould said.
Each athletic program at
Taylor will be able to use the
weight room in some capacity as a priority of the project was creating a central
space for Taylor’s athletes. As

regular season games being
played on the road. Two of the
three remaining home games
see ranked opponents traveling to Taylor.
“Our conference is very
strong this year, but we feel like
we can compete with everyone,”
senior Teegan Heiniger said.
“We have the athleticism to
compete with anyone, it’s just
whether we back that up with
our skill and momentum.”
Heiniger has scored on
35.3% of his shots this season
(6 goals/17 shots), good for the
second highest shot percentage on the team behind only
sophomore Nic Richardson
(36%). Statistics are updated
through March 30, due to print
deadlines.
Half of Heiniger’s goals came
in the team’s home opener, the
first home game ever played on

Wheeler Field’s turf.
“I haven’t put up three goals
in a game since like freshman
year, so it was really fun,” Heiniger said. “I love playing at
home. A lot of Wengatz (guys)
and a lot of Sammy (guys) come
out and support us and it’s a
fun environment. I was feeling
good that day, and I had the
matchups that I liked … and it
went pretty well.”
Heiniger might enjoy home
games, but the Trojans are 1-3
at Wheeler Field this season.
Their 2021 home record was
1-4. They were 5-3 away from
Upland last season, and they
currently have a 1-1 road record
for 2022.
“I’m pretty confident in our
ability to be able to win on the
road,” said sophomore Carter
Prieditis. “We’re a team that
can adjust pretty well to tough

circumstances and be able to
kind of work through those.”
Prieditis is tied with Richardson and freshman Reid Gerig
for the most goals on the team.
Each have had nine of their
shots find the back of the net
this year.
“Nick’s doing a lot of outside
shooting which he’s maybe not
super accustomed to,” Prieditis
said. “We didn’t do a lot of that
last year.”
Prieditis says he’s also been
attempting more outside shots,
and he’s hopeful that the offense will continue to make
adjustments in order to give
him and others more scoring opportunities.
With the second half of the
season underway, the Trojans
will look to finish strong. That’s
something they weren’t able to
do in 2021, as their last eight

Managing Editor

Work has begun on the athletics weight room above the
Odle Arena lobby, as renderings,
designs and pricings have been
finalized.
The $1.1 million investment,
which comes from direct donations to Taylor Athletics, will
cover the entire project –– from
new equipment to a renovation
of the Odle lobby. The space in
front of the Odle lobby and the
lobby itself have been closed off

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

The renovated Taylor Athletics weight room is scheduled to open in August.

constructed before the renovations, the upstairs weight
room was not able to house
all of Taylor Athletics’ weight
training and had begun to
show signs of age.
In addition to the equipment,
new flooring will be added to
the weight room and exterior
windows will be built along the
east end of Odle Arena.
With the project also comes
changes to the Odle Arena lobby and entryway.
“The parking lot between
the baseball field, Odle and
the (Dining Commons) is the
number one entry point at
Taylor when visitors come,”

3/29 Marian University W 2-1

Men’s lacrosse entering final month of their season
Second half of schedule
gives Trojans opportunity
Will Riddell
Staff Writer

The Taylor men’s lacrosse
team plunged into the second half of their season on
Wednesday evening in Southfield, Michigan. Currently sitting at 2-6 (0-2 WHAC), the
Trojans dropped their first
conference game last Saturday
to Madonna University 19-7.
The men’s team split their
first four games, but are currently on a three game skid
that includes losses to Trine,
Mount Vernon Nazarene University and the aforementioned Madonna University.
The remainder of the regular season should prove tough,
with five of the last eight
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The men’s lacrosse team is starting conference play.

games included a mixture of
both losses and cancellations
due to COVID.
“I think (our culture) is
what’s going to help our program throughout the years,”
Heiniger said. “Guys coming

“in (and) seeing how much we
love each other, how much we
enjoy playing with each other,
and I think that’s going to be
key to our success short term
and long term.”
echo@taylor.edu

luke Shively

Maddi Evans
softball

Baseball

Athletes of the Week
979 S . Mai n St. , Up l an d, I N

S e n i o r 		
Fa i r m o n t, I N
Biology
chicago cubs
Ashton whitman
Photograph by Jeff Clayton

hoosiers

•

w w w. i va n h o e s . i n f o

Year
Hometown
Major
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s T e a m
Funniest Teammate
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e

•

(765) 998-7261

5th year senior
mishawaka , IN
social studies education
taylor men’s basketball
kade vandermolen
moneyball
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